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Ancient Witchcraft Religions of the World - List and Discuss 

the Oldest Forms of Witchcraft 

 
Witchcraft is a religion that wasn't founded by any single individual. It  

was a natural development in a world that was controlled by unknown forces of  

mysterious origins. It is believed that magick in its original form existed in  

the Paleolithic times that is almost twenty five thousand years ago! 

 

Recent research has proved that Africa was the cradle of civilization. When  

people spread to other parts of the world, they began to develop different  

styles of worship and culture. As a result we have many different types of  

magickal religions that probably co-existed and thrived in different parts of  

the world. 

 

In ancient times, people used to depend on crops and hunting for sustenance. As  

they worried about natural disasters and famine, it was only natural to start  

praying to deities who were assumed to be in charge of the future. They knew  

that the Sun, the moon and other planets influenced the weather patterns and the  

crop cycles. So they started praying to the Sun, the Moon and other deities such  

as the Fertility Goddess and the Hunter God. As people moved from one place to  

another, the traditions, beliefs, customs and the names of the Goddesses and  

Gods changed with them. Interestingly, we have several common deities in  

different magickal religions many thousands of miles apart. 

 

Here are some of the different types of magickal religions: 

African Magick. As human civilization started to sprout and expand on this  

planet, witchcraft was born. There was no Messiah, no priests and no monolithic  

churches to take charge of private Gods. The people believed in the magick of  

nature and the power of the land to help them survive. As the number of humans  

expanded, the different ways in which they worshipped their unseen deities also  

http://www.askroseariadne.com/


 

© Copyright 2006, E&E Marketing, L.L.C.  

2 

expanded.  

 

Africa was a rich land, full of dense forests and wild animals. The only way the  

inhabitants could help each other was through prayers and visualization  

techniques. Healers were in charge of helping the sick and wounded. They became  

more and more powerful. As people started moving around, these healers found new  

ways to help others from a distance. Voodoo was born. Later, as Christian  

missionaries found their way into this pristine land, they also managed to  

slander and vilify the African way of life. In their fervor to corral humans  

into their huge business of religion, they decided to describe everything that  

stood in their way as evil. 

 

As the Africans learned more about the land, they became better at using herbs  

for healing and predicting the movement of planets and weather. Chukwu, Nyame,  

Olodumare, Ngai, Ogoun, Da, Agwu, Esu and Mbari are some of the deities in  

African culture. 

 

Egyptian Magick As the magickal cultures spread from Africa to the other  

continents, Egyptian magick was born. Ancient papyri found in recent times prove  

that there existed in Egypt a thriving population which even 5000 years ago had  

knowledge of surgery, medicinal treatments as well as herbal remedies for all  

health problems. Egyptian deities were worshipped and feared. Daily offerings  

were made in temples daily to appease the deities. Ra, Amun, Ptah, Isis,  

Nephthys, Anubis,Osiris and Seth were the Gods who commanded everything around  

them. The evil eye symbol is said to have been derived from Egyptian magick. 

Vedic Magick Indo-European cultures merged to create this off shoot of  

magick in ancient times. The Hindu religion which still follows many of the  

rituals and rites for the past 5000 or more years is the oldest religion that  

still practices magickal ways of life. It is the third largest religion in the  

world and growing. As people get tired of the conflicts between God's will  

and man's wishes as explained and taught in Judeo-Christian religions, many  

are moving towards peaceful, nature loving religions such as Hinduism and Wicca.  

The concept of Karma and Dharma was first mentioned in Vedic Magick. 

In Hindu homes, there is a pooja room (the altar) with incense and herbs burnt  

while the practitioners chant mantras (incantations) in one of the oldest  

languages, Sanskrit. Some of the deities worshipped in Vedic Magic are Durga,  

Lakshmi, Saraswati, Krishna and Shiva. 

 

Native American Magick %u2013 The Mayan, Aztec and the Inca civilizations were  

the most powerful empires in the American continent. The Mayan civilization was  

the oldest of the three. The Aztecs built huge pyramids for their deities. The  

Incans were experts in building roads through the mountains. These civilizations  

were well know for their knowledge in art, mathematics and astronomy. The Incas  

are said to have practiced brain surgery thousands of years ago. Aztec gods and  

goddesses include Chalchihuitlcue, Coatlicue, Cinteotl, Eueucoyotl, and  
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Huitzilopochtl. Similar to other magickal religions of their time, these Gods  

represented forces of weather, crops, fertility and hunting.  

Celtic Magick. The roots for the modern witchcraft religion Wicca lie in  

the magickal cultures that existed in Northern Europe in earlier times. Wise  

people called the Druids imparted their knowledge of nature to the local people.  

This knowledge was so valued that even the royalty consulted the wise ones  

before they made any decisions. No one knows where these wise people originated  

from, but their teachings more or less mirrored the magickal religions of that  

time.  

 

Christians created an entity called Devil that they used to instill  

fear into the hearts of simple villagers and force them to convert. During the  

dark ages, many innocent people were hunted down in Europe and killed by the  

order of the pope just on the suspicion that they practiced a religion which was  

evil. Fortunately, people are now even more aware that Satan or  

Devil is a Judeo-Christian creation and that most people can live in  

harmony without belonging to any monolithic organizations. 

 

As we can see, magickal religions existed from the earliest times and have  

helped us see the immense power that exists within us. This innate power enables  

us to visualize and create our future. It also helps us understand the  

importance of preserving our environment and our natural way of life 
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