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The Truth About Traditional Witchcraft 

 

 

The written word is a powerful medium. Around the time when the 

alphabet was first created, Goddesses were worshipped in most 

parts of the world. The word "witchcraft" did not exist and the 

words "pagan", "heathen" did not exist either. Cultures lived by 

following natural cycles of life by taking care not to destroy more 

than they had to. Words written, mostly from a male perspective 

started the downfall of the feminine themed ways of life including 

witchcraft.  

 

There is evidence of temples and places of worship where 

Goddesses were revered and rituals performed for the good of 

mankind. Fertility rituals, seasonal rituals and other ceremonies 

were conducted usually officiated by women as they are the people 

nature had chosen to carry on human existence. 

 

Traditional witchcraft is the label given to the practice of 

witchcraft that is not Wiccan and "non new-age" in origin.  

Traditional witchcraft is the collection of witchcraft beliefs and 

rituals that used to be practiced all over the world. 
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Since human beings have the capability to think imaginatively, we 

have always tried to distinguish the supernatural and experience 

the awe-inspiring possibilities.  Most cultures have ways to alter 

states of consciousness and try to connect to our origins or "the 

source".  In a few countries, where the Europeans could not 

completely annihilate and destroy the magickal cultures and their 

ways of life, these traditions still flourish.  

 

The advent of religious writing was what started the vilification 

and defamation of natural ways of life. A bunch of disconnected 

drivel was compiled together in the name of God, and people, 

obsessed with ignorance greed, tried to "conquer" the rest of the 

world to "save them from sin". In the name of God they plundered, 

looted and murdered innocent people. In the name of God, they 

destroyed ("colonized") many beautiful nature loving cultures that 

were flourishing in different parts of the world. 

 

Traditional witchcraft, which was the way of life in most of the 

world,  was a motley mix of inspiration, meditation, spell working, 

divination and fortune-telling. It was concerned with the powers 

that exist in the netherworld as well as life after death. It was 

fascinated by nature and with ways to control or change the 

direction of the wind, the flow of water and the movement of the 

planets.  

 

It did not have the Wiccan belief of the three-fold law of returns.  

Most witches were free to do any ritual that could potentially 

damage their lives as well as that of others. However, they were 

not aware of the consequences of their actions. 

 

Traditional witches believed in multiple Gods and Goddesses, each 

of them having a specific power or duty. There were local Gods, 

some having more power than others, Gods in human form, animal 

form or other mixed forms. In contrast,  
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Wiccans believe that there are only two divine beings, The 

Goddess and the God.  

 

Many other names may be used in rituals, but they are 

all"manifestations" of these two powerful entities. Wiccans also 

believe that the God and Goddess may merge into the almighty 

"One" who combines the powers of both. 

 

In the days of traditional witchcraft, if you wrote down anything, 

you could be killed. So witches rarely wrote down their spells or 

recipes. Although women were more knowledgeable about life in 

general, men were the ones who were trained in reading and 

writing in most countries. 

 

The Wiccan Rede states that "As long as you harm no one, do as 

you will". This was not a part of Traditional witchcraft. Many 

witches used their powers to hurt others as well as help others.  

 

They did what people requested them to do, even if it hurt another.  

Traditional craft is part of the land and its history. In each area 

where it was practiced, it was based on the cultural norms and 

local flora and fauna.  

 

Neo-pagan practices, however, may use a mix of deities, spells, 

herbs and types of magick from all over the world in one ritual. 

Traditional witchcraft could easily focus on the darkness or horror 

in life as well as the goodness of life, but in Wicca, we emphasize 

the positive, the goodness in our minds. This is so that we can 

always see the sunlight and not focus on the shadows. 

 

In the traditional craft, the belief was that after death, the spirit 

enters into another phase of existence as a guardian spirit amongst 

the relatives or return as part of nature, a tree or an owl. The idea 

of re-incarnation existed in only the certain parts of the world. 
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There are many differences in traditional witchcraft when 

compared to Wicca.  

 

However, just as the cultures that existed in ancient times and who 

came up with their own version of witchcraft, we have to respect 

all traditions even after we make our choice. 

 

That is a true witch's way. 

 
Mastering The Magick Of Witchcraft 

http://www.masteringmagickwitchcraft.com 

 

Rose Ariadne Blog 

http://www.rose-ariadne.com 

 

Ask Rose Ariadne 

http://www.askroseariadne.com 

 

http://www.masteringmagickwitchcraft.com/
http://www.rose-ariadne.com/
http://www.askroseariadne.com/

